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Over a billion local people in developing countries are increasingly participating in community forestry
projects. They play an important role in reducing deforestation, offsetting carbon emissions, and
improving the livelihood of local people through local forest management practices. Currently, there
is limited evidence supporting the effectiveness of community forestry in reducing deforestation and
conserving biodiversity. Hitherto, there is a clear knowledge gap in how community forestry projects
are useful in improving forest conditions and livelihood of local people in developing countries at the
national level. In this study, the effectiveness of community forestry projects will be evaluated using
a synergistic approach of multi-sensor remote sensing, participatory mapping, and ground-based
survey in Cambodia. This research will contribute to evaluate the success/failure of the community
forestry projects in Cambodia. As Cambodia is planning to expand community forestry projects under
REDD+, it is expected that this study will help in the implementation of future community forestry
projects. The outcomes of this study will provide a mutual learning platform to the researchers and
policymakers for developing knowledge about the success of community forestry projects to enhance
forest resilience. This study will reveal the role of community forests in facilitating forest cover retention
and regeneration. Furthermore, it is expected to strengthen the knowledge about the contribution
of community forestry in livelihood generation, improving equity and accountability for achieving
the implementation of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and contributing to climate change

mitigation by reducing greenhouse gases (GHGs) emission and REDD+.



